The United Kingdom & Irish Turtle Code

Advice for sea users on how to deal with marine turtle encounters A

LLERIRIET you can help in the efioa to protea
endangened rmarne untbes by provideng infoarmation about
YOUT BnCcunbers with these spectacular creatuses i UK
WBTETE

MARINE TURTLES ARE LEGALLY PROTECTED
There is no offence if turthes are caught accidentally in
fishing gear. Mo is it an offence to help turtbes if
entangled of stranded, of témporarnly 1o hold dead
turthes for later examination by epens.

Howewer, marine turtles are protected in Britain.

This means that:

u Ruirthes rray mod e deliberately Killed or cawght

= [iwe burtles may not be landed unless for the purpose of
tending them of ensbling their uibsequent relbace

sifead turtles or shells obialred from turtles in UK waters
Fruay o e possessed unbess the animal was Liedully
acguired

= turthes and their derivatives may not be sold o offessd
for sale withouwt UK governmaent permission, unless thay ane
antigues scuined Befane 15t June 1947 fwith documented
proaf]

= purthes and their devivat ives may not be imporbed or
exported withouwt LK government pesmission.

The following legislation pertaing to marine turthes

= Wildide and Countryside At 1981 (as amended), in
England and Wales.

- Conservation of Habitats and Speches Regulaticns 2010,
in Englared ard Wales.

- Conservation (Matural Habitats, ) Reguiations 1594 a3
amended, in Sootland.

- Consenvation (Natwral Habitats eic) (Amendment)
Regulations (Morthern Ineland) 3007,

- Control of Trade in Endangered Species (Enforcement)
Aegqulations (19497) as amendied, in the LK

= Cuspoms and Excise Management Act 1979,

= [ahe oif Melan Wikdlifie Act 15990,

(PLEASE REPORT ALL TURTLE ENCOUNTERS |
ENGLAND/ WALES

O Peter Duncan

DEFA - Isle of Man ALL RECORDS
- Government
ALL RECORDS 01634 E45835 (k] _?::ﬂl:ﬂ Parine Wildlife
Rod Penrose or Mat Marine Operations Centre Marine. Wikdie @ daera-nd gov.uk
Westfield, Marine 0624 GERESTE (24hrs)
Envirgnmental Monitoring. SCOTLAND REDLIALIC OF
01239 683033 (24hs)
DEAD STRANDINGS IRELAMND
infof@sirandings. com Nick Daviton. Sootih
Marine Animal Strandings ALL RECORDS
LIVE STRANDINGS/] Scheme [SMASS) 04 Taser Dy
ENTAMGLEMENTS 07979 245893 School of Blological, Easth
RSPCA D300 1234599 rEW‘SM“ﬂﬂd-ﬂgi.ﬂr’g & Envirgnmental Schences,
BOMLR 01825 TA5548 LIVE STRANDINGS/ University College Cork
ENTANGLEMENTS
SSRCA 03000 999999 00353 (D) 87 1354938 (24hrs)

Report online at: www.euroturtle.orgfturtlecode & www.mesuk.org

RECORD THE FOLLONWING DETAILS

All information is valuabde, but 1he following details s particulasby useful:

« A deseription of the turthe (alive of dead), idenificathon of species (at least to leatherback!
hard-shelled kevel) and overall stralght lengthe Mote any damage (e.g. outs, scars) and tabke
photographs when possible

+ Location (longitude & lRude’ 05 grid relerence), date and time of sghting.

= Othar absarvations, such as turtle's behaviows, whether cawght i fahing gear (inchuding
exact natune of entanglement, gear irvolsed] otc.

 Fresence of tags. Many conseration projects place plastic or metal tags on turtles' lippers,
which display identification numbers and a requrn address. Recond any tag details B this can be
dare Wik Ivoait Causing da i bance 1D Che wirthe,

Please report all dead turtles, even if they have to be discarded at sea. Records from

L diaries or logbooks, however old, are also of interest.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND A SICK OR ENTANGLED TURTLE
Imemsediiately report the burthe o the relevant contact. Marine turthes will deossn if trapped underveater, but peomipt action can save them., & furthe that is
entanghed of trapped s likely to be stressed, Large burthes deliver a serious bite and a blow from a flipper can be painful, 3o be caneful, thee to possible health

risks inwalved in handling turtles, abways wear nubber gloves.

TURTLES ENTANGLED AT SEA

Approach calmly and cautiously and ensure first of all that the turtle’s head is

above water so that it can breathe if it is alive.

TURTLES STRANDED ON LAND

Leatherback turtles
Lesthedbacks bound stranded on Beaches ane ubudiy

ALIVE: AavoID TOWING TURTLES TO
SHORE. They should be disentangled
and released &t 28 whenever pﬂ{ﬂbli.

If alert & active

« D e e 8 Al 10 pull ke urtle alongiide
and do reof haul lestherbacks aboand,

« Avoid pulling hand on the turtle's flippers as
thiy may deslocate of break

= Carelully disentanghe the turbe, making sume
that &5 much net and line a3 possible has
basen remaoyved before the animal is releaded.

= Make sure that the vessel ks stopped and out
of gear befgre canelully sliding the turthe back
into the water.

= Erpiuirg that the turthe is clear of the weiies]
bedore moving away.

OMLY if disentanglement at sea ks

ienpossible should the turtle be brought

ashore,

Taw leatherbacks very showly and make sure

the animals hébd i slsoee wités 1o that it can

breathe. Release leathevbacks in shallow water,

ngt o lamd, Other species should be retained

and reporied.

If traumatised/inactive

{ne or slight movemaent, limbs flexible and
limps, no decomposition)

Severely traumatised hard-shelled urthes can be

saved il they are small ensugh 1o fit on your Boat,

« Wrap the twrtle in & dry towel or blanket.
[hy Mt Covedsr £h e mile

= Place the animal in a sheltered and secure
place on its belly. To dradn the lungs. mise the
ek end of the shall so e pumks i ll"'.i[il'llg at
ﬁpﬂ'ﬂiiﬂ‘lﬂbﬂl:‘ 30, Kesip it in this position unil
you retum 1o shore.

« Leatherbacks should not be hauled aboard. If
inaCtive, they Can be Towed to shore very
shorevly, enduring thiry are able 1o breathe at all
Tirrisies.

DEAD: There may be serious health risks
irvalved in handling dead turthes.
Inexperienced mdividuals are advised nod
to touch them. Where possible, record the
details ksted above and, only if the
speecimen Is fresh, bring it back to shore and
place in cold storage. Always wear rubber
glowes when handling turthes,

wEry weak, dead or dying, but méght suill be saved.
I apparently uninjured:
= Carefidly drag the twrthe back 1o the sea and release
it fendist the help of several people and pull the shell
rather than the flippersh.
= Do nat drag the animal over rocks, a5 this will cause
SEVENE dama e
= H ssranded omn rocks, i may be berier 1o wail fod
the incodming tide to pravide some buayancy belons
deagyginig the turile hack 1o wa

Other species (hard-shelled)
Loggarhaad, Kemp' ridiey, green and havekebill turthes
encouniend on UK thones ane usualy oold stunined
pvenibes and should req be placed Back i the sea
« Wi the turthe in s dry tovesl, do not
Coneer the nostrils
= Place the animal in a sheliered and secure place on
it belly. If inacthve, raise the back end of the shell 5o
the turthe is resting at approximately 307 o drasn the
lungs. Repoedt the turthe as scon as possible,

Dead turtles o sl ipecies s vabuable fae
research and should be reported & $00n a3 possble,
Fresh specimens should be preserved ina cold stone
where possible. These animals will undergo a full
POST-MoET e examination within the DEFRA-funded
UK Cetacean Strandings Imvestigation Project (CSIP).



Marine Turtles in the UK & Ireland

o, ukturtles. online

O thee workd's Seven maring turtle species, six have been recorded in UK waters. They ang the leatherback, laggerhead,
Endorsed ty: Kernp's ridbing, olive ridley, green and hawksbill turtles. The leathecback, this largest marine turthe, is thie ipeecies mos
frequently recorded in UK waters, Leatherbacks have o flexible, keathery shell and are unique among repiles in that
6 m thiy are able to metabolically raise their body temperature abowe that of their immediate enviranment, allowing them
— b0 survive in colder waters. Exch summaer leatherbacks migrate to UK waters whene they feed on jellyfish, The other
) fivee species hanve haed shells and are less frequently encountered in UK waters, whene they usually occur as stray
marinescotland  juvenibes camied by curments from wWanmer seas.

~
ﬁnw:“““ KEMP'S RIDLEY TURTLE
(Lepidochelys kempii)
et LENGTH: up to 1 metre,
Dt ety but usually juveniles
recorded speches in (2.3-0.5 metres) occur in
LK weabers, o UK waters.
LENGTH: up to 2.91 \ £ / = COLOUR: grey/olive,
metres. D}g}, N o _} ) DIsTINCTIVE
COLOUR: black, DN | FEATURES: shell width
potted S s f-q equal to or greater
meﬁ e ] ‘_,ﬁ £ ey }1:_. than shell length.
FEATURES: large, w g ,; Y
upto 916 kg, ks -,%L L _
pronounced 3 ‘1@ - B pores visible on
longitudinal ridges -, undersice (4 either side)
:.;}EII_IE,‘:TF:“ MEB: The olive ridley turtle - 3‘ %
spike, Lepidochetys offvacea) occurs in the
AElanTE, Bt has Bbaen reoorded only onoe
in UK waters 1o date. Similar bo Kemp's
SCALE 1 ridley with 8 pores on underside. but has
1 rwetre . 5-0 pairs of costal seales on shell
%
(* GREEN TURTLE
(Chelonia mydas)
LENGTH: up to 1.5 metres. A e
COLOUR: adults dark olive o
or grey with dark blotches, T
Juveniles have chestrut
colouned shell LOGGERHEAD TURTLE
DASTINCTIVE FEATURES: (Cavetta coretta)
smaoth shell, LENGTH: adults up to 1.5 metres,
roundad facial but usuplly juveniles 0.3-0.5
profile (not meetres) ocour in LK waters,
angular), COLOUR: reddish brown.
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES:
large head, juvendles have small
\, spikes along spine of shell
rHMH'HSIILL TURTLE AL MARINETURTLES ARETHREATENED
mochelys imbri - ] In UK waters threats include:
ﬁmmmﬁﬁgh j : = Accidental entanglement in fishing gear. Although turthes
COLOUR: brown, amber el e N : can dive to great depths, they became stressied anc drown
and black tortoiseshell pattemn, e Y | when trapped undersater by fishing gear. Fishing gear
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES: o e | discarded at sea ma-,.f also entangle and kill turthes,
shell scales overlapping, naraw (1 L A ] « Marine ||:|!'tll',. :e-spe-::aﬂ:.r plastic, which turtles m |.5tai.e for :
tapered head with bird-like beak. P o ';’f-' if-u”;ﬁ:h- :[_Ilgrr-_- ingested, plastic can block a turthe’s gut leading
i i | B a4 L LAV !
uw'mt..l distribution, rarely :%fk_ . £ + Boat collilons. Turthes often bask and must surface
ARCOURRRC! In LN Waters. Jl x y ;:!I reqularhy to breathe, leaving them vulnerable to boat strike
f¥iiw FLEASE BE VIGILANT, AND D0 NOT DISCARD FISHING
L GEAR OR LITTER AT SEA.
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